
CREATING AN EXHIBIT



WHAT IS AN 
EXHIBIT? 

• Exhibits are curated digital showcases combining 
images, text, audio, video, and other uploaded 
items into coherent narrative for people to browse. 
They tend to connect to the overarching themes of 
the site, contextualizing items with complementary 
narratives.

• When building exhibits, it is important to remember 
that items cannot be created spontaneously in 
Omeka, but thought must be given to site structure 
from the outset. You have started to create the 
items, started to sort them into collections, and 
finally you will now exhibit them, perhaps pulling 
from multiple collections for one exhibit.



O M E K A  P R O J E C T S  ( A  S A M P L E )

• The following is a list of well-known digital humanities projects that use Omeka Classic.

• September 11 Digital Archive. Sheila Brennan, Sharon Leon, and the Project Team

• Hurricane Digital Memory Bank. Sheila Brennan and the Project Team

• Colored Conventions: Bringing Nineteenth Century Black Organizing to Digital Life. P. Gabrielle Foreman and Jim Casey

• Last Seen: Finding Family After Slavery. Judy Giesberg and Jesse Nasta.

• Baltimore 68: Riots and Rebirth. Langsdale Library Special Collections

• Histories of the National Mall. Sharon Leon, Sheila Brennan, and the Project Team

• Bracero History Archive. Sharon Leon, Tom Scheinfeldt, and the Project Team

• Preserve the Baltimore Uprising 2015 Archive Project. Denise Meringolo and Joe Tropea

• Fifteenth-Century Italian Art (Nicole Riesenberger)

• Goin’ North

• Ice Age Flood Explorer (Chad Pritchard, Larry Cebula, and Paul Lindholdt)

• James Monroe Papers (Alexandra deGraffenreid, Seth Mintzer, MacKenzie Murphy, Chris Wright)

• Fredericksburg: City of Hospitals (Jeffrey McClurken)

http://911digitalarchive.org/
http://911digitalarchive.org/staff
http://hurricanearchive.org/
http://hurricanearchive.org/about
http://coloredconventions.org/
https://informationwanted.org/
http://archives.ubalt.edu/bsr/index.html
http://mallhistory.org/
http://mallhistory.org/Guide/introduction/project-team/
http://braceroarchive.org/
http://braceroarchive.org/about
https://baltimoreuprising2015.org/
http://www.quattrocentoitalia.artinterp.org/omeka/
https://goinnorth.org/
http://floodexplorer.org/
http://projects.umwhistory.org/jmp/
http://projects.umwhistory.org/cwh/


OMEKA’S INTERNAL LOGIC

Everything is organized into collections. 
Collections are composed of related 
items. Collections/items hierarchy is the 
base organization. Collections have 
their own descriptive metadata.

Exhibits are a way for you to showcase 
or contextualize items and pair them 
with text, timelines, etc. to tell a 
particular story.

Tags: Omeka allows you to add tags to 
items and collections. You can then 
browse by tags or search them. This is 
one way of mapping your own 
organization onto your content.

Simple Pages: Simple Pages allows you 
to create pages without digital objects 
(items).



START TO THINK ABOUT ORGANIZING 
YOUR OWN CONTENT

Omeka's internal organization maps closely to a physical museum’s 
organization. 
Think of an item as a painting on the wall of a museum. Note that the item has 
accompanying metadata (information about its provenance and descriptive 
details). 
The museum may organize items into permanent collections based on 
shared characteristics or donors.
Items from multiple collections may be combined and contextualized in 
an exhibit. Often, text accompanies the items and tells a story. Just as 
exhibits are temporary in museums, exhibits are unique to Omeka. You can 
export items and collections from Omeka, but you cannot export exhibits.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Omeka’s organization is inflexible. Items are the base level. All content will be uploaded as items. Then items are assigned into thematic collections. Collections have their own metadata and you’ll need to give them a description, so it’s important that the items within a collection have something in common. Some kind of logical connection. Items can belong to only one collection. Exhibits exist a bit outside this hierarchy. You can think about them the way you’d think of museum exhibits. 




PREPARATION

• Prior to starting an exhibit, 
you will need to have two 
things accomplished:

• 1. Outline of exhibit, including 
text and image/files needed for 
display

• 2.  Load digital files into 
Omeka.



NAVIGATE  TO YOUR OME KA  DA SHB OA RD



ADD THE EXHIBIT 
BUILDER PLUGIN

To build an exhibit, you must first 
install the Exhibit Builder Plugin.  

Access plugins from your 
dashboard either from the top 
menu or from the main 
dashboard menu on the home 
screen.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have no exhibits currently defined. In fact, we don’t yet have the capability to even create exhibits. Let’s fix that now. As you may remember from the first tutorial, when we want to add functionality to Omeka, we can activate plug-ins. Exhibit Builder is one such functionality. To enable this Plug-In, choose Plugins from the top menu and click the Install button beside the Exhibit Builder.



I N S TA L L  T H E  E X H I B I T  B U I L D E R  
P L U G I N  F R O M  T H E  L I S T  O F  P L U G I N S .

• After installing the plugin, you may choose 
whether users will browse the exhibits by 
date added, alphabetically by name, or by 
most recent.



Then click the “add an exhibit”  button.

Click the exhibits tab in the left-hand navigation bar.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although we have no exhibits (yet) the button to create one is right there. Choose ‘Add an Exhibit’. Much as we have already seen, you are asked to create metadata describing the new Exhibit. The Exhibit is in fact a digital object itself.




• Fill out the metadata fields to describe your exhibit. 

• Choose a Title for your exhibit and a short memorable ‘slug’ that will appear in 
the URL address for the exhibit. You can input information about the credits and 
provide a short description about the exhibition to aid potential users – a short, 
catchy abstract if you wish.

• Uncheck the "Use Summary Page?" box to make the top Exhibit Page the first page in 
your exhibit



Choose the Edit link from below the Exhibit title and 
scroll to the bottom of the project metadata page. 
You will see a button inviting you to ‘Add Page’. Go 
ahead – press it.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Exhibits are composed of dynamic pages that combine items from your repository with narrative to tell a story. Best practise in creating an exhibit would involve sketching out your objectives and structure in advance – for purposes of this tutorial we are going to work to a predefined path.
Choose the Edit link from below the Exhibit title and scroll to the bottom of the project metadata page. You will see a button inviting you to ‘Add Page’. Go ahead – press it.




• Note:  Exhibits are composed of 
individual pages which are themselves 
composed of a series of blocks each of 
which can contain items drawn from 
Omeka as well as text and captions that 
you create to narrate your exhibit. 

• This schematic illustrates this hierarchy.

• You will now see a Page Builder screen.



• Each exhibit needs to have 
pages filled with the content for 
that exhibit.

• Pages are composed of blocks 
of text and items. Give your page 
a title (which will be used for 
navigation) and a slug for use in 
the URL. I like to start off with an 
introduction.

• To begin creating content we 
choose a layout for the first 
block.



To begin creating content we choose a layout 
for the first block. Let’s kick off by choosing a 

‘File with Text.

Choose one of the following content blocks to 
populate your exhibit's page:

* file with text, 

* gallery, 

* text, 

* file, 

• * Neatline (don't worry about this function 
yet). 



C O N T I N U E  B Y  S E L E C T I N G  
‘ A D D  N E W  B L O C K ’  B E N E A T H  

T H I S  S E C T I O N .



C L I C K I N G  T H E  ‘A D D  I T E M ’  W I L L  L E T  YO U  S E L E C T  F R O M  A L L  O F  T H E  I T E M S  
I N  YO U R  C O L L E C T I O N .  

C H O O S E  A N  I M A G E  O F  I N T E R E S T.  



• You will be presented with a 
list of the items in your install.

• Click the item you want to add 
to your exhibit page's content 
block and click “select item”.



• Omeka then allows you to add a caption to 
the item you insert. 

• Click “apply” when done.

• You can then add additional text that will 
be work with the item.



• You can then add additional text that 
will be work with the item; this will be 
displayed on your exhibit page.



• You can also fine-tune the various layout objects you insert by choosing 
layout functions: including file position, file size, and captions position.

• This allows you to orient your images to the left, right or center and 
provide limited formatting. 



• Final to the page construction 
you can add additional blocks 
containing additional items, text 
or combination of the two. 

• Note: you can add plug-ins 
with functionality to Omeka that 
make additional blocks available 
for your pages.



• When you have finished the 
page construction, you save the 
changes to your page. 
• You can also save the changes 
and immediately create another 
page. In this way, you can build 
your exhibit in sequence. 
• Save the page and then choose 
to View the Public Page and 
preview the page you have 
created.
• You are able to edit or delete 
your exhibit on the exhibits page, 
which you can reach by clicking on 
the exhibits tab on your left-hand 
navigation bar.



IF YOU WANT TO 
SWITCH 
THEMES

• Omeka allows you to change 
the look of your public-facing 
site by switching themes. To do 
this, click on Appearance (at 
the top right of your 
dashboard). Switch themes by 
selecting one of the options on 
the page. Press the green Use 
this theme button to activate 
your new theme. Then visit 
your public site by clicking on 
the name of your site at the 
top left of the page.



NAVIGATING 
EXHIBITS

• Now we have the beginnings of an exhibit. If you visit the 
home page of your Omeka site you will see that users can 
choose from browsing items, collections and now exhibits.

If a user chooses the first exhibit you have created they are taken to the home 
screen of that exhibit. 



• The single page is listed to the right and as we add 
pages to an exhibit they are automatically added to 
this right menu allowing for users to navigate to 
specific pages as you can see in this screen.



ADDING ADDITIONAL PAGES

• Return to our Admin Dashboard and note that we now also have 1 exhibit indicated as created. 

• If you click on the digit for the “1 exhibit” you will get a list of exhibits for further editing. 

• Click the Edit button under your exhibit and you can start to add all the pages you would like to have in your exhibit.

• From the Exhibit detail screen choose to add a new page after the single existing page. Title the page. Choose a 
useful ‘slug’ and then choose ‘Save and Add Another Page‘. In a similar fashion, we can quickly add all of the pages 
that we will have in our exhibit. The complete list appears in the Text file we downloaded earlier which also contains 
useful text to populate the pages. Don’t enter the text yet, but do create a couple more pages. When you do so, you 
can choose to ‘View Public Page’. This allows you to see the exhibit as your users will. 

• As you can see, a list of pages now appears down the side of the Exhibit display.



YOU HAVE A NEW EXHIBIT!
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